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2 SETTING THE POLICY TABLE
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SETTING THE POLICY TABLE2
Federal Programs and Processes

Short-lines and Short-line Programs

State / Regional Acquisition

The ARC Role
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Non-Coal Rail Industry Changes

The ARC Coal Industry Ecosystem 
Study
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3 FUTURE FREIGHT LANDSCAPE

Forecast County-Level Coal Production

Translate Reduced Coal Volumes into 
Regional Rail Industry Impacts on 
Railroad Availability and Pricing



3 FUTURE FREIGHT LANDSCAPE

http://cbpp.georgetown.edu/sites/cbpp.georgetown.
edu/files/EPV%20Burton%20October%202016.pdf

Autonomous Freight Vehicles

Positive Train Control (PTC)

Plastics and Chemical 
Industry Capacity Investment

Truck Size and Weight 
Restrictions

International Trade Activity

The EHH Factor

http://cbpp.georgetown.edu/sites/cbpp.georgetown.edu/files/EPV Burton October 2016.pdf
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An Economic Analysis of the Coal Industry 
Ecosystem in Appalachia 
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Existing Rail Traffic Over 
Eastern Rail Network

Expected Rail Traffic Over
Eastern Rail Network

Current Segment-Specific Traffic Volumes
To

Future, Post-Coal, Segment-Specific Traffic Volumes

• Which Routes Are Vulnerable and Likely to Be Abandoned
• The Cost of Rail Access for Counties that Lose Service
• The Cost of Rail Access for Counties that Retain Service
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Unicoi Carrier CSX

Potential Outcome Service Loss

Alternative Johnson City

Predicted User Cost $6.50-$15.OO p.t.

For Demonstration Purposes Only

UNICOI, TN

WASHINGTON, TN
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